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Cedar Rapids Construction Permit Valuation
We are very happy to share that the total reported valuation of all building permits for fiscal year
2022 was more than $770 Million. This total reflects a growing number of public and private projects
taking shape throughout our entire community — including residential, educational, industrial, retail
and commercial. The top 20 projects, including both public and private development work, range in
size from $3.5–45 Million. Examples of top 20 project valuations include the Fed Ex facility, Hallmar
Village, Prairie School building, Mercy Heart Center and Skywalk, Alro Steel facility, Kirkwood Animal
Health Training facility and renovation at St. Luke’s Hospital of UnityPoint. This is the highest
reported valuation ever recorded in a fiscal year — illustrating strong construction growth and
interest in our community.
 
 
IEDA Reinvestment District Award
The Iowa Economic Development Authority board gave final approval today to award $9 Million to
the City through the Reinvestment District program. The award was announced provisionally last
year. This funding will be critical to a number of developments in downtown, including First and First
West, a flood control pump station and public facility at the 8th Avenue Festival Grounds, and the 5-
in-1 Dam bypass channel/river recreation project. We are pleased to receive this significant funding
opportunity.
 
 
16th Avenue Bridge of Lions Improvements
Today City leaders, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Czech Village New Bohemia District
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the completion of flood control projects at both ends of
the 16th Avenue Bridge over the Cedar River. The final items installed with the various projects were
the gateway signage over 16th Avenue. The signage welcomes travelers to New Bohemia and Czech
Village and is intended to match other arches located along the river. It has been noted that the
galvanizing on the steel panels did not result in a uniform finish. The City’s project team is
researching alternative solutions for providing an acceptable aesthetic on the finished product.
Achieving greater contrast between the lettering and background panel will be an important
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consideration in the evaluation of alternatives.
 
 
Housing Code Update
A Public Hearing for updating the City’s Housing Code will be conducted at the 7/26 council meeting.
The last Housing Code update was 7/28/15. The City uses the International Property Maintenance
Code with local amendments. By updating our City’s Housing Code to the latest version of the
International Property Maintenance Code (2021 edition), we are able to enhance the health, safety,
and welfare of building occupants. The process would codify the latest minimum codes and
standards from the building, construction, and trades. One important change includes identifying the
Housing Code as the “Housing and Property Maintenance Code.” This change clarifies that the code
applies to property maintenance extending to parts of the property beyond dwelling areas — and
that the code covers owner-occupied, rental, and commercial properties alike. In addition to the
general code provisions, Subchapter 9 would be maintained. This Subchapter addresses rental
business regulations. Subchapter 10 would also be maintained, addressing administrative provisions
to register, track and inspect structures that are considered vacant and neglected.
 
Building Services is working with the Attorney’s Office to conduct a comprehensive review of the
suspension, revocation, or denial of rental unit registration and/or landlord business permits. A
comprehensive review is important to ensure due process and best legal practices for accountability.
This particular component of the Housing and Property Maintenance Code is not being modified at
next week’s Public Hearing due to the ongoing review.
 
 
2020 Housing Market Analysis
The 2020 Housing Market Analysis is now available on the City website. The report provides updated
information on household demographics, employment trends, building permit trends, and current
housing needs — as well as housing needs in the future. This information is used to inform decisions
on the use of limited federal funding opportunities for housing, such as disaster-recovery and ARPA
funding. It also informs our standard City Economic Development incentives. The analysis helps to
ensure we are not oversaturating any particular housing type within the market and that we can
continue to attract quality developments that meet our growing community’s needs.
 
 
Section 8 Waiting List Update
The waiting list for the Section 8 — Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) program is nearing an end. The
program provides assistance to very low-income families to afford decent, safe, and sanitary
housing. Only 300 applications remain. As we work through the final applications over the next three
months, please note that about one-third of the applications come from outside our jurisdiction —
or outside of Linn & Benton Counties. HUD only allows preferences, such as a homeless preference,
to be utilized for applicants that reside or work within our jurisdiction. Therefore, those within
jurisdiction that meet a preference are served first. Those that do not meet a local preference, or
those outside of our jurisdiction, are pulled by time and date of application at the end of the waiting
list. Staff are working to secure a date for the next waiting-list opening, which we anticipate will
occur this fall. The date will be shared a minimum of 30 days prior via multiple media sources, as
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well as through the local Continuum of Care which includes local social service agencies.
 
 
Automated Traffic Enforcement (ATE) Equipment Upgrades
The Police Department is coordinating with Sensys Gatso to install new equipment at the following
locations:
 

1st Avenue East and 10th Street (speed and red light)
Edgewood Road NE and 42nd Street (speed and red light)
1st Avenue SW and L Street (speed and red light)
Williams Boulevard SW and 16th Avenue (speed and red light)

The existing equipment utilizes one radar device per lane to monitor speed. The updated technology
will use a single radar device capable of monitoring up to six traffic lanes. The new equipment will
also provide higher quality color images. We anticipate the upgrades will decrease incidents where
citations are discarded due to poor image quality. No changes are being made to how citations are
issued or how the program is operated. Work will begin by approximately 8/1 with completion
anticipated by 8/5. The vendor engaged local contractor Price Electric to perform the improvements.
The new equipment will be verified by the ATE Project Coordinator and Traffic Division to ensure it
functions properly before citations are issued to the public. Please contact Amanda Grieder at
a.grieder@cedar-rapids.org with any questions regarding these updates.
 

Cedar Lake Area Flood Control Projects

Cedar Lake Levee
Construction is complete for a temporary earthen causeway to segregate the western area of
Cedar Lake. The causeway will allow the lake to be dewatered, drying out the area so that
construction can begin on the flood-protection levee. Dewatering wells are placed. Now the
City and contractor are working with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources on a
dewatering permit. Depending upon permit timing, lake dewatering could start as early as late
fall 2022. The dewatering process will take several weeks. Once the levee is complete, the
temporary earthen causeway will be removed.

Shaver Road
Reconstruction and realignment of Shaver Road continues. The bridge abutment and piers are
constructed. The concrete bridge deck is scheduled to be poured in September. Overall, the
roadway will be reconstructed above the 2008 Cedar River flood level, backing into the
McLoud Run. The project is scheduled for completion in mid-2023.

McLoud Run
Construction from Shaver Road, westward toward the Cedar River, will begin in fall 2022. The
existing concrete channel will be removed and the streambed will be naturalized to match the
trout stream that exists upstream of Shaver Road. This project will also include a levee from
Shaver Road, around the Alliant Energy property, and connecting to the levee at Cedar Lake.
Construction is scheduled to last through 2024.
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812 Ellis Boulevard NW
On 7/8, a City inspector identified work being performed at 812 Ellis Blvd NW that extended beyond
existing permits and floodplain approval. The floodplain approval was rescinded, pending
reapplication and submission of additional information. The applicant reapplied for a floodplain
review and submitted materials to meet the requirements for approval. The violation has been
resolved.
 


